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This lecture examines the history of contact 
between northern Italy, particularly Venice, 
and late pre-colonial Sudan. This contact 
included priests and nuns who traveled from 
northern Italy to Sudan as part of the 19th-
century missionary movement. Pre-dating 
the arrival of the Catholic missionaries, 
Mediterranean trade to north Africa brought 
simple goods, including Venetian glass 
beads, and weapons from the armaments 
production center of Brescia. It is noted 
that Venetian trade networks, with agents 
operating out of the Egyptian cities of 
Alexandria and Cairo, are well documented 
from the Medieval period.
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